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WEEKLY REPORT ISSUED BY THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE #1
RESPONSE MEASURES TO REDUCE THE SPREAD OF

FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE IN LEBANON
19 December 2025

Summary

= The first case of foot-and-mouth disease was recorded on November 27,

2025, in the Bekaa.

= Atotal of 10,932 cases of infection among cows were counted, most of

which were concentrated in the Bekaa and Baalbek-Hermel governorates.

= The virus mainly affects cows, sheep, goats and pigs, and spreads rapidly

through direct contact between contaminated animals and tools.

= The current strain circulating in Lebanon is suspected to be SAT1 based

on the apparent clinical symptoms, pending confirmation from reference

laboratories, and is highly contagious and spreads rapidly in the herd.

* The pandemic has caused a significant decrease in milk production in
infected cows, with decreased appetite, symptoms on the mouth and
calves, and the death of some young calves.

= Farmers face significant economic losses due to the rapid spread of the
disease and its impact on production

Actions taken by the Ministry of Agriculture:

= Coordinating with FAO on epidemiological investigations per national,
international, and WOAH protocols.

= Reporting disease spread to WOAH through the WAHIS system.

= Holding emergency meetings to coordinate actions and activate a crisis cell.

=  Working with Internal Security Forces to restrict livestock movement.

= Coordinating with the Ministry of Public Health to urgently import vaccines.

= Suspending imports of live livestock from SAT1-affected countries as a
precaution.

= Requesting support from Egypt’s Ministry of Agriculture to secure SAT1
vaccines.

= Conducting field visits and collecting clinical and laboratory samples.

= |mplementing preventive vaccination campaigns to strengthen herd
immunity.

= Sending samples to reference laboratories for accurate epidemiological
analysis.
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The spread of foot-and-mouth disease in Baalbek-
Hermel Governorate to date

% of cows affected | 18

No. of farms affected I 87

No. of villages affected | 23

The spread of foot-and-mouth disease in Bekaa
Governorate to date

% of affected cows ‘ 36

No. of cows affected 8,064

No. of farms affected | 89

No. of villages affected = 18
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Providing financial and in-kind assistance to affected farmers
through the Ministry's partner organizations (FAO, Plan
International Lebanon, SOS Children Village), amounting to $75,000
as of the date of preparation of the report, to secure the farm's kit
for the management of foot-and-mouth disease, including:
prevention and sterilization supplies, personal protective equipment,
basic veterinary first aid supplies, and isolation and biosafety
materials.

Providing 180 tons of fodder to the animals in 180 farms affected by
the spread of the disease by SEAL Organization.

Procedures in Progress:

Immediate distribution of FMD vaccines in affected and high-risk
areas.

Field inspection of reported farms in various Lebanese regions.

Strengthen veterinary emergency services, including mobile rapid
response teams.

Providing urgent biosecurity support and distributing outbreak
prevention kits to farmers.

Strengthen surveillance, reporting and early warning systems to stop
further spread.

Emergency livelihood assistance for agricultural households suffering

catastrophic losses;
Providing fodder for affected farmers.

Holding coordination meetings with donors to secure the required
support for the rapid response.
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